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Attendee List

Special Guests

Co-chairs

Manuel Hidalgo, MD, PhD (Co-chair)
Chief, Division of Hematology and Medical
Oncology

Weill Cornell Medicine

New York, NY

mah4006@med.cornell.edu

Speakers and Presenters

Richard Aplenc, MD, PhD (Round Table
Moderator, Past Grantee)

Professor of Pediatrics and Epidemiology,
AVP and Chief Clinical Research Officer
The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia,
Perelman School of Medicine at the
University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, PA

aplenc@chop.edu

Edna Cukierman, MSc, PhD (Round Table
Moderator, Past Grantee)

Cancer Signaling and Microenvironment
Program Leader; Professor

Fox Chase Cancer Center; Temple Health
Philadelphia, PA
edna.cukierman@fccc.edu

Sheila A. Stewart, PhD (Co-chair)

Gerty Cori Professor

Washington University School of Medicine
St. Louis, MO

sheila.stewart@wustl.edu

Christine M. Eischen, PhD (Presenter, Past
Grantee)

Professor

Thomas Jefferson University

Philadelphia, PA
Christine.Eischen@jefferson.edu

Wafik S. El-Deiry, MD, PhD, FACP (Lunch and
Learn Speaker, Past Grantee)

Director

The Legorreta Cancer Center at Brown
University

Providence, RI

wafik el-deiry@brown.edu

Jeffrey A. Engelman, MD, PhD (Speaker, Past
Grantee)

CSO & Co-Founder

Treeline Biosciences

Boston, MA
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Elana J. Fertig, PhD (Speaker)
Professor

Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, MD
ejfertig@jhmi.edu

Kris Graham, MEd (Speaker, Patient
Advocate)

Retired teacher from the Radnor School
District

Past president of the Tredyffrin-Easttown
School District school board

Sitting member of the Westchester
University Academic Development Board
Sitting Member of the Gettysburg
Foundation

Philadelphia, PA

John Kincade (Reception Speaker)
Philadelphia Sports Broadcaster and Cancer
Survivor

Host of “The John Kincade Show” on 97.5
The Fanatic 6-10am Weekdays

97.5 The Fanatic

Philadelphia, PA

Patrick C. Ma, MD, MSc (Speaker, Past
Grantee)

Associate Director of Translation Research,
Interim Division Chief,
Hematology/Oncology

Penn State Cancer Institute

Hershey, PA
patrickma@pennstatehealth.psu.edu

Maureen E. Murphy, PhD (Presenter)
Professor, Program Leader, Deputy Director
The Wistar Institute

Philadelphia, PA

mmurphy@wistar.org

Camilla L. Oxley, PhD (Round Table
Moderator, Past Grantee)

Director, Head Scientific Integrator
Community of Practice

Johnson & Johnson

Malvern, PA
camilla.oxley@gmail.com

Lillian L. Siu, MD, FAACR (Speaker, AACR
President-Elect)

Professor of Medicine, Director of Phase |
Trials Program

Princess Margaret Cancer Centre
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
lillian.siu@uhn.ca

Ben Z. Stanger, MD, PhD (Lunch and Learn
Speaker, Past Grantee)

Hanna Wise Professor in Cancer Research
University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, PA

bstanger@upenn.edu

Vivek Subbiah, MD (Lunch and Learn and
Data Science Al Session Speaker)

Chief, Early Phase Drug Development
Sarah Cannon Research Institute
Nashville, TN

vivek.subbiah@scri.com
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Robert H. Vonderheide, MD, DPhil (Speaker,
AACR Board of Directors, Past Grantee)

Director, Abramson Cancer Center
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA

rhv@upenn.edu

Funding Partners and Guests

Dheeraj Bhavanasi, PhD
Medical Science Liaison
Novocure

Wayne, PA
dbhavanasi@novocure.com

Lauren Blair, PhD, MBA

Director, External R&D and Innovation
AstraZeneca

Seattle, WA
Lauren.Blairl@astrazeneca.com

Josefa Briceno, MD

Medical Head of Breast Cancer
AstraZeneca

Gaithersburg, MD
josefa.briceno@astrazeneca.com

Jennifer Burns, BS

Associate Scientific Communications
Director

Exelixis

Alameda, CA

nejnej261@gmail.com

Cynthia Chan, PharmD, MBA
Executive Director, Head of Scientific
Collaborations

Genentech

San Fransisco, CA

Jim Creighton

Donor

Southampton, PA
jbcreighton7 @gmail.com

Bill Day

Senior Vice President
Magid

Philadelphia, PA

Patricia Fitzgerald, BA, MS

Debbie's Dream Foundation: Curing
Stomach Cancer

Advocate

Fort Lauderdale, FL
PattyfitzZ317@gmail.com
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Mona Gilliam, MSN, APRN-BC, CNS
Senior Medical Science Director-External
Engagement Strategy

Genentech

San Fransico, CA
gilliam.monica@gene.com

Subramanian Hariharan, MD, FACP
Global Medical Affairs Lea, Early Pipeline
Pfizer Oncology

New York, NY

Narasimha Kumar Karanam, PhD
Medical Science Liaison
Novocure

Portsmouth, NH
knkumar.bio@gmail.com

Djuro Karanovic, MD

Executive Medical Director
AstraZeneca

Gaithersburg, MD
djuro.karanovicl@astrazeneca.com

Cathy Leggette

Head - Oncology Strategic Account Team
GlaxoSmithKline

Philadelphia, PA

cathy.x.leggette @gsk.com

Bryan Lewis, JD

President & Co-Founder
KidneyCAN

Philadelphia, PA
bryan.lewis@kidneycan.org

Edmund Moon, MD
Senior Medical Director
GlaxoSmithKline
Philadelphia, PA
edmund.k.moon@gsk.com

Leslie Nixon, JD, Ed.D.

Associate Vice President, Community
Relations

Victoria's Secret & Company
Columbus, OH

Inixon@victoria.com

Patricia “Pat” Palumbo, BSN, JD

Executive Director, Global Regulatory Affairs
Merck & Co., Inc.

North Wales, PA

patricia.palumbo@ merck.com

Kathleen K. Reed, BS, BSN, MS

Director, External Scientific Partnerships
AstraZeneca

Gaithersburg, MD
kathleen.reed@astrazeneca.com

Marisa Rubio, PhD

Associate Director, Research Program
Breast Cancer Research Foundation
New York, NY

mrubio@bcrf.org

Ryan Schoenfeld, PhD

Chief Executive Officer

The Mark Foundation for Cancer Research
New York, NY
rschoeneld@themarkfoundation.org
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Brandon Simpauco

Marketing and Communications Manager
Pelotonia

Columbus, OH
Bsimpauco@pelotonia.org

Glenn Sykes, MBA
Program Donor
Philadelphia, PA
gsykesphilly@hotmail.com

Walter Tatarowicz, PhD

Senior Medical Science Liaison
Incyte Corporation
Wilmington, DE
wtatarowicz@incyte.com

Christy Tostevin, JD, Ed.D.

Senior Vice President, Communications and
Community Relations

Victoria's Secret & Company

Columbus, OH

Current Grantees

Daniel Arango, PhD

Assistant Professor

Northwestern University

Evanston, IL

2022 AACR Career Development Award to
Further Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in
Cancer Research
daniel.arangotamayo@northwestern.edu

Melani Vincelli

Secretary on the Executive Board
Debbie's Dream Foundation: Curing
Stomach Cancer

Fort Lauderdale, FL
melani.vincelli@gmail.com

Stephen Willingham, PhD
Head of Oncology Translational
Technologies

Pfizer

Seattle, WA

Katie Wilson

Director of Marketing and Communications
Pelotonia

Columbus, OH

kwilson@pelotonia.org

Gregory L. Beatty, MD, PhD

Associate Professor of Medicine

University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, PA

2020 AACR-The Mark Foundation for Cancer
Research “Science of the Patient” (SOP)
Grant
gregory.beatty@pennmedicine.upenn.edu
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Adwoa Bemah Boamah Mensah, PhD
Senior Lecturer

Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and
Technology

Kumasi, Ghana

2022 Beginning Investigator Grant for
Catalytic Research (BIG Cat)
bbemahc2000@gmail.com

Jeremy C. Borniger, PhD

Assistant Professor

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory

Laurel Hallow, NY

2020 Breast Cancer Research Foundation-
AACR NextGen Grant for Transformative
Cancer Research

bornige@cshl.edu

Kristopher R. Bosse, MD

Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA

2023 AACR-AstraZeneca Career
Development Award for Physician-
Scientists, in Honor of José Baselga
bossek@chop.edu

Mariana Bustamante Eduardo, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellow

Northwestern University

Evanston, IL

2023 AACR-Pfizer Breast Cancer Research
Fellowship
mariana.bustamante@northwestern.edu

Yves Chiswili Chabu, PhD

Associate Professor

University of Missouri

Columbia, MO

2022 AACR Career Development Award to
Further Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in
Cancer Research

chabuc@missouri.edu

Francesca Citron, PharmD, PhD
Instructor

The University of Texas MD Anderson
Cancer Center

Houston, TX

2022 AACR-AstraZeneca Stimulating
Therapeutic Advances through Research
Training (START) Grant
fcitron@mdanderson.org

Jennifer C. Coleman, PhD

Postdoctoral Research Fellow
University of Cambridge

Cambridge, United Kingdom

2023 AACR-Pediatric Brain Tumor
Foundation Medulloblastoma Research
Fellowship
jennifer.coleman@cruk.cam.ac.uk

Brehima Diakite, MD, PhD

Associate Professor of Genetic and
Molecular Pathology

University of Sciences, Techniques and
Technologies of Bamako

Bamako, Mali

2023 Beginning Investigator Grant for
Catalytic Research (BIG Cat)
br.diakite@yahoo.com
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Madelyn Espinosa-Cotton, PhD

Senior Research Scientist

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
New York, NY

2023 AACR Fellowship to Further Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion in Cancer Research
espinoml@mskcc.org

Qiwen Gan, PhD

Postdoctoral Fellow

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
New York, NY

2023 The Bosarge Family Foundation-Waun
Ki Hong Scholar Award for Regenerative
Cancer Medicine

giwen.gan@mssm.edu

Javiera Garrido, MSc, PhD

Postdoctoral Researcher

Universidad de Desarrollo

Santiago, Chile

2023 AACR Maximizing Opportunity for
New Advancements in Research in Cancer
(MONARCA) Grant for Latin America
javiera.garrido@udd.cl

Brent Allen Hanks, MD, PhD

Associate Professor

Duke University

Durham, NC

2023 AACR-Debbie’s Dream Foundation
Innovation and Discovery Grant
brent.hanks@duke.edu

Jenny Hogstrom, PhD

Postdoctoral Research Fellow

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center
Boston, MA

2023 AACR-AstraZeneca Breast Cancer
Research Fellowship
imhogstr@bidmc.harvard.edu

Pingping Hou, PhD

Assistant Professor

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
New Brunswick, NJ

2022 Lustgarten Foundation-AACR
Pancreatic Cancer Career Development
Award, In Honor of Ruth Bader Ginsburg
ph413@njms.rutgers.edu

Purna Joshi, PhD

Assistant Professor

The University of Texas at Dallas
Richardson, TX

2023 Victoria’s Secret Global Fund for
Women'’s Cancers Career Development
Award, in partnership with Pelotonia &
AACR

purna.joshi@utdallas.edu

Abram Kamiza, PhD

Postdoctoral Research Fellow
University of the Witwatersrand
Johannesburg, South Africa

2022 Beginning Investigator Grant for
Catalytic Research (BIG Cat)
abramkamiza@gmail.com



mailto:espinom1@mskcc.org
mailto:qiwen.gan@mssm.edu
mailto:javiera.garrido@udd.cl
mailto:brent.hanks@duke.edu
mailto:jmhogstr@bidmc.harvard.edu
mailto:ph413@njms.rutgers.edu
mailto:purna.joshi@utdallas.edu
mailto:abramkamiza@gmail.com

GRANTEE SUMMIT:

LI RIN[CRINN(@AV/AN RI@IN
IN CANCER RESEARCH

Ashley Kiemen, PhD

Assistant Professor

Johns Hopkins University

Baltimore, MD

2023 Lustgarten Foundation-AACR Career
Development Award for Pancreatic Cancer
Research, in Honor of Ruth Bader Ginsburg
kiemen@jhmi.edu

Lindsay M. LaFave, PhD

Assistant Professor

Albert Einstein College of Medicine

New York, NY

2023 AACR Career Development Award in
Lung Cancer Research
lindsay.lafave@einsteinmed.edu

Rafael Loch Batista, MD, PhD

Medical Researcher

University of Sao Paulo Medical School
Sao Paulo, Brazil

2023 AACR Maximizing Opportunity for
New Advancements in Research in Cancer
(MONARCA) Grant for Latin America
rafael.loch@hc.fm.usp.br

Ching Ting (Justin) Loke, BM BCh, PhD
Clinical Fellow

Dana Farber Cancer Institute

Boston, MA

2019 AACR-Cancer Research UK
Transatlantic Fellowship
justin.loke@nhs.net

Edwin R. Manuel, PhD

Associate Professor

City of Hope

Duarte, CA

2022 Lustgarten Foundation-AACR Career
Development Award for Pancreatic Cancer,
In Honor of John Robert Lewis
emanuel@coh.org

Yehoda M. Martei, MD, MSCE

Assistant Professor

University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, PA

2023 Breast Cancer Research Foundation-
AACR Career Development Awards to
Promote Diversity and Inclusion
yehoda.martei@pennmedicine.upenn.edu

Ryan H. Moy, MD, PhD

Assistant Professor

Columbia University

New York, NY

2023 AACR-Debbie’s Dream Foundation
Innovation and Discovery Grant
rhm2147@cumc.columbia.edu

Mary Mullen, MD

Assistant Professor

Washington University in St. Louis

St. Louis, MO

2023 Victoria’s Secret Global Fund for
Women'’s Cancers Career Development
Award, in partnership with Pelotonia &
AACR

marymullen@wustl.edu
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Chemtai Mungo, MD, MPH, FACOG
Assistant Professor

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, NC

2022 Victoria’s Secret Global Fund for
Women’s Cancers Career Development
Award, in partnership with Pelotonia &
AACR

chemtai_mungo@med.unc.edu

Rizine Robert Mzikamanda, MBBS, MMED,
FC Paeds

Medical Director, Global HOPE

Baylor College of Medicine Children's
Foundation

Lilongwe, Malawi

2023 Beginning Investigator Grant for
Catalytic Research (BIG Cat)
rizine.mzikamanda@bcm.edu

Bolni Marius Nagalo, PhD

Assistant Professor of Pathology
University of Arkansas for Medical Science
Little Rock, AR

2022 AACR Career Development Award to
Further Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in
Cancer Research
nagalobolnim@uams.edu

Mari Nakamura, PhD

Postdoctoral Research Scientist

Columbia University

New York, NY

2020 AACR-Bayer Stimulating Therapeutic
Advances through Research Training (START)
Grant

mn3130@cumc.columbia.edu

Hai Dang Nguyen, PhD

Assistant Professor

University of Minnesota

Minneapolis, MN

2022 AACR Career Development Award to
Further Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in
Cancer Research

hdnguyen@umn.edu

Zulekha A. Qadeer, PhD

Assistant Professional Researcher
University of California, San Francisco

San Francisco, CA

2023 AACR-Sontag Foundation Brain Cancer
Research Fellowship
zulekha.qadeer@ucsf.edu

Carolina Reduzzi, PhD

Assistant Professor

Weill Cornell Medicine

New York, NY

2024 AACR-Lobular Breast Cancer Alliance-
Deborah Mueller Foundation Fund Invasive
Lobular Carcinoma Innovation and
Discovery Grant
car4012@med.cornell.edu

Zuen Ren, MD, PhD

Research Fellow

Massachusetts General Hospital

Boston, MA

2023 AACR-Pfizer Breast Cancer Research
Fellowship

zren2@mgh.harvard.edu
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Mya Roberson, MSPH, PhD

Assistant Professor of Health Policy and
Management

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, NC

2022 Victoria’s Secret Global Fund for
Women'’s Cancers Career Development
Award, in partnership with Pelotonia &
AACR

Mya Roberson@unc.edu

Evanthia Roussos Torres, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor

University of Southern California

Los Angeles, CA

2023 Breast Cancer Research Foundation-
AACR Career Development Awards to
Promote Diversity and Inclusion
evanthia.roussostorres@med.usc.edu

Lia C. Scott, PhD, MPH

Assistant Professor

University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

2022 AACR Career Development Award to
Further Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in
Cancer Research

liascott@berkeley.edu

Stuart Smith, BM, BCh, PhD

Clinical Associate Professor

University of Nottingham

Nottingham, United Kingdom

2022 AACR-Novocure Tumor Treating Fields
Research Grant
stuart.smith@nottingham.ac.uk

Milos Spasic, PhD

Investigator

Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Boston, MA

2023 AACR-AstraZeneca Breast Cancer
Research Fellowship
mspasic@bwh.harvard.edu

Timothy Spear, MD, PhD

Physician Fellow

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA

2023 Friends of the AACR Foundation Early
Career Investigator Award
speart@chop.edu

Raghavendra Vadla, PhD

Assistant Project Scientist

University of California, San Diego

San Diego, CA

2023 AACR-StacheStrong Glioblastoma
Research Fellowship
ravadla@health.ucsd.edu

Kipp Weiskopf, MD, PhD

Valhalla Whitehead Fellow
Whitehead Institute

Cambridge, MA

2022 AACR-AstraZeneca Career
Development Award for Physician-
Scientists, in Honor of José Baselga
kipp@wi.mit.edu
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Peter M. K. Westcott, PhD

Assistant Professor, Cancer Center Member
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory

Laurel Hallow, NY

2024 AACR Gertrude B. Elion Cancer
Research Award

westcott@cshl.edu

Hsiwen Yeh, PhD

Postdoctoral Research Fellow

The Rockefeller University

New York, NY

2022 AACR Anna D. Barker Basic Cancer
Research Fellowship
hyeh@rockefeller.edu

Yao Yu, PhD

Postdoctoral Fellow

Duke University

Durham, NC

2024 AACR Sarcoma Research Fellowship
yao.yu@duke.edu

Mingzeng Zhang, MD, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellow

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
Boston, MA

2023 AACR-Incyte Immuno-oncology
Research Fellowship

mingzeng zhang@dfci.harvard.edu

AACR Staff

Margaret Foti, PhD, MD (hc)

Chief Executive Officer

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

Xiaotian Zhang, PhD

Assistant Professor

The University of Texas Health Science
Center at Houston

Houston, TX

2022 AACR-MPM Oncology Charitable
Foundation Transformative Cancer Research
Grant

xiaotian.zhang@uth.tmc.edu

Binbin Zheng, MD, MSc

Clinical Fellow

Mayo Clinic

Phoenix, AZ

2024 AACR-AstraZeneca Clinical Immuno-
oncology Research Training Fellowship
zheng.binbin@mayo.edu

Jin Zhou, PhD

Senior Research Associate

UT Southwestern Medical Center

Dallas, TX

2022 AACR-Exelixis Renal Cell Carcinoma
Research Fellowship
jin.zhou@utsouthwestern.edu
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Lee-Ann Barber, MBA

Manager, Membership and Professional
Development

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

Akshita Bhatt, PhD

Scientific Program Administrator
American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

akshita.bhatt@aacr.org

Fred Biemar, PhD (Lunch and Learn
Moderator)

Senior Director, Global Affairs

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA
frederic.biemar@aacr.org

Lauren Birchler

Program Assistant

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

lauren.birchler@aacr.org

Anna Blumenscheid

Program Associate

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

Alice Bradbury, PhD

Scientific Program Administrator
American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

alice.bradbury@aacr.org

Rick Buck (Lunch and Learn Moderator)
Chief Communications Officer

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

rick.buck@aacr.org

Tahirih Canahuate

Senior Coordinator, Membership
Development

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

Jacquelyn Crutchley

Senior Administrative Manager

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA
jacquelyn.crutchley@aacr.org

Mahasweta Das, PhD

Senior Scientific Program Administrator
American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA
mahasweta.das@aacr.org

Sasha Dutton

Director, Corporate Alliances

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

sasha.dutton@aacr.org

Robin Felder

Director, Membership and Professional
Development

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

robin.felder@aacr.org
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Lauren Finacaro

Coordinator, Corporate Alliances
American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA
lauren.finacaro@aacr.org

Theresa Griffith

Senior Specialist, Member Relations
American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

theresa.griffith@aacr.org

Sean Houston, MBA

Technology Coordinator

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

jeb.houston@aacr.org

Christina (Leah) Kline, PhD

Associate Director

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

leah.kline@aacr.org

Alyson Malick

Program Associate

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

alyson.malick@aacr.org

Katey Mallon

Senior Meetings Coordinator

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

Lynnsay Marsan, PhD

Associate Director, Corporate Alliances
American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA
lynnsay.marsan@aacr.org

Lauren Mason

Program Associate

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

lauren.mason@aacr.org

Elizabeth McKenna, PhD (Round Table
Moderator)

Executive Director, Cancer Discovery
American Associate for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA
Elizabeth.mckenna@aacr.org

Anil (Noro) Noronha Antony, PhD
Assistant Director, Corporate Alliances
American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

anil.antony@aacr.org

Ruthsabel Olexy, PhD

Director, Scientific Partnerships and
Engagement

American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA

ruby.olexy@aacr.org

Aiyana Pellegrino, MA

Associate Director, Foundation Relations
American Association for Cancer Research
Philadelphia, PA
aiyana.pellegrino@aacr.org
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